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TROUT IN APRIL HOT

IN FIGHTING TRIM

In Anrrlar'e Plan fnr Pnci.All Alllilul O rldd IUI rudl j

poning tfie Opening of the

Season Until May.
I

f

BEST FISHING COMES LATER

Conditions in the Northern Part

of New York and Penn-

sylvania.

J

All Ihr Panther In Till Male tlrllrtrtt
In Hair llrrn Klllril ncrThr Were

liumlant ttslil r.aglcTliat Whipped
n .linn Though llniuiil, Crippled and

Trapped The W atrr TiirKrj .Nut Kasy

In shoot In Ihe Water erratum f

Maine I'tircM tint r.nrl) This Spring.

"Whether tint opening of the i out i

Helium season in Pennsylvania will ii'iuiiili '

nn it i nt present or ln nude two week I

Istrr depend u uliellfi' the judgment i

of I ho Kih Commission of the Stnle thct
siii'h il .'hiingi would lie good Is ac-

cepted by the LegMittire," siid a man
ft nil the upper Delaware Valley region,
wlileh is a favorite trnutin; country with
New ork sKirihinen. "Th opinion that
erotns to revell with the KinliTom-inW-iii- ii

that season should open May t

inU'dd of April I.. itidii'iites that it recog
ni:'t rtH wine' Hie provision that I'ike
county sportsmen succeeded ill having
in.erled In J lie Pennsylvania inme la
Miimo year-- . tiRo lixitiK the opening of the
ti out m;ii.oii !u that county on May t

id or in April, the opening time in
the left of the .State.

"I i" u rare season when the iiow di
iiiipe.irs much before the first of May
fnnu the hill of the upper Delaware
uiul itx triliutnries, or from those of any
of Hie other trout regions of the northern
and reii I in I pail of the Stale, The same
may be said of the adjacent regions of
New Vork Stale livery angler familiar
with the ways of brook trout know that

.with snow water running in the streams
nn izlitiu for trout is not all that it should
Ih liesidev doing damage to the prospects
of the llshing when nil the .proper condi-
tions of weather and water have come.

"To him who loves the sport for the
sport itself the following of a trout
stieam i robbed of its qreatet rherin
if he.cniniot plunge in the stream and wade
every inch of the lishing stretch that ,is
pnsxilile f wading, and the trout fisher
men who en brave the icy chill thai per
Tatles the swift, toituous and precipitous
st i cams where the trout hide in rennsyl
v.inia are few and far between. Hut it

sti t so much because now water
fill- the streams in April I list the legis-
lation prohibiting the taking of trout
until May wus wise. Nor was it adopted
to protect anglers against pneumonia.
It win to protect trout against anglers.
"Trout inthose northern outers are
lean and stupid so long as snow water U
'running in the oreeks, for the injects on
which they feed and fatten do not make
tlietr' appearance until the water is in
normal condition and be-id- ei the snow
water set-m- s to be depressing in its effect
on the trout. The trout nre hungry,
however, and will bite nt almost anything
thnf is ofTe.red.

" Yea rs of observation hud demount ra ted,
therefore, that in April thousands of
trout in the poorest condition and offering
little sport to the angler' were taken from
the mountain brooks, thus depreciating
tlm value of the streams for fishing when
the season came for it lo be at Its best.

"So certain Pike county sportsmen
determined to relievo that corner of the
Stale at least from unseasonable in-

vasion uf ili trout streams and succeeded
in bavins: Pike county enempted from
the provisions of the general law and the
opening seison made two weeks later
than it. was elsewhere in the Slate. The
benelicial effects of that later beginning
i.f the lishing season were not long in
being made manifest. Nevertheless the
law was fought and finally held to be
unconstitutional and was repealed.

"Sinc(then the trout of Plko county
have been open to the raids of the snow
water tlsherman, hosts of whom flock
to the creeks on April to and fool them-
selves into thinking they are having tine
Hjh.it tnkin? out the unrosisling and
s .irvliig trout that come out of thn water
like si. many bticli.,

"Crocks too liiRh Tor trout fishing in
April, or oven early in May, are of good
promise for the spoilsman who taken his
troutlng whvn il is at its heut. which in
the swift mountain streams of northern
and central Pennsylvania is invariably in

ho lattor part r M.y and in June. High !

water frum rains in the early spring
carrie th'i snow water out and quickens
the advent of insect life on and in the
creeks, It is seldom that there is not
a great ileui of snow to lie melted and
arned away during April, lying in the

deep woods around the headwaters of
lh mountain creeks, lint If It melts
without the help or rain it goes slowly
uilo Iho streams and does not flood them,
The trout fisherman who doesn't care
how early in tin; spring he is permitted
iiv law in luiuv ti.o .......... 1:1..

that condition of weather, for the,, l,'
will have his April trouting. .And. for
Innately for him, and unfortunately for
the trout and the fisherman who likn
his tiouting when it is right, that condi-
tion too frequently prevails,

"The Injurious effect of this too early
opening or the trout siasoti has long been
apparent to observant sportsmen, and the
sentiment among them has become so
strong and persistent in favor of u rhnngo
of I h dull) from thn middle of April to
Iho lsj, of May that such notion by the
..egisiature will lie taken, il is IHii'ved,
at an eurly day."

o riui:iis i i;n h,th
lime There Her .m ii,.

......rdTlielrlcnulnauiu.
, ,. vlMi.or In 11,., Adlionda, ks

aUei a ii i "an wnodsnia n what had

tars won't be dm v. Consequently they
wasn't druv out o' our wood. They wan
killed out."

The last panther In New York was killed
In alt parts of the Mate where thero ever
wore any panthers, and each Incallly has
from one to half a dozen veracious old
woodsmen who kllloJ it and who will
kill It again as often as they . the op.

rtunlly. The old Adirondack woods- -

"m" w"1 doubtio?s fijtht though as to
why the panther U found nn more in the
woods of this Stain. Attributing In It
ferocious, nggre.ssivoahd terrifying nual
I k which It never possessed credulous
Iwckwoods dwellor and hunters pursued
il to extermination.

Not sinco IWM hts thro ho"ii nnyihlng
authentic os lo the piec:ice of a panther
in in? vwiromincKs, in mil vear it. it.

.... ... ...Vl,.l,l. ...I. i
. i .. .... '...... ... .o.ig experience in me wa.ne nmi ;

New Brunswlnk woods, saw n panther in
the l'edr HfcYer country, seven miles
h1ovo Indian take Corner. ,

A sister of Mr. Nichols was visiting him
at the time, and he had taken her out for
the purpose of showing her a wild deer.
As I hoy were walking along a big animal
bounded out from n hollow and awav
across h field toward the woods. Nichols
had frequently seen panthers In Maine
innl New Brunswick and insta'nlly recog- -

ni.ed this animal as one.
A numlier of men were chopping wood,

near by and Nichols sent otic of them back
to his house for a gun. My the time the
man got back with the gun the panther
Imdenteredthewoods. The men refused
to enter th woods to drive the panther out
and Nichols went in. While he was in the
woods the panther came out intothe open
and bounded away to another pleco of
woods anil disappeared.

I hero is no authentic record of a pan
ther having been killed in the Adiron- -
iWcka since' the oue Yerplanck Colvlu
kilted on the cliffs north of Sumner 8tre.ini
a branch of the Moose Hlver, in the winter
of is. J. the stuffed and mounted skin of
which is in the office of the Game. Fish and
Forest Commission at Albany.

If the panther is extinct in the great
wilderness urea of the Adirondack country
Its presence in the lesser forest of the
State wherelt formerly had Its habitat isof
course highly improbable, notwithstand

fingo;colonal reports to the contrary; yet
in the days when panthers were plentiful in
New York it is doubtful it" even the ex-
tensive Adirondack wilderness Itself pos-
sessed so many as did the wild domain of
Sullivan and the adjacont cpuntles.. That
prolific panther belt extended from the
head waters of the Delaware and the Sus-
quehanna and, their tributaries in New
York over into Pennsylvania and on
through that State clear to the Alleghany
waters.

The last anther in Sullivan county, so
far as is known, was killed by Stephen
Curry, who was the last of the pioneer
nunters'or Sullivan, in the winter or I SOS.

He come upon it near the headwaters of
the Beaverkill. It made its last stand
In a beech tree nea r the bank of the stream,
where Curry's dogs had driven it. It
fell from the tree at the hunter's first shot,
but waable to kill one of the three dog
that sprang upon it as it fell Wore another
shot finished it and the race of panthers
in the Delaware Valley wilderness in New
York State became extinct.

The last panther in Pike county, Va
the portion of the panther belt adjacent
In Hlltliriin nuinlv mf it lj,ah , v..
record is, at the hands of Jacob Benslev,
an old hunter of Lehman township, in
1836. Panther lingered in the wilds or
the Blue 'Mountains in Pennsylvania and
in the wildernesses of the Susquehanna
and Alleghany watersheds for manv

fycain after they had been killed out in
their Delaware Valley haunts, but none
was seen or heard in the former region
after 1875. when O. W. Baer shot one that
had its den on Bald Mountain.

Three years later two panthers were
killed and their litter of four kittens cap-
tured alive near the head or Clarion Diver,
in western Pennsylvania, by Jim Jacobs,
an Indian hunter from the Cattaraugus
reservation at Salamanca, N. V. The
young panthers were sold to a showman
at Buffalo. 'This family were doubtless
the last or the race of wild native pan-
thers in Pennsylvania. A large panther
that was killed In theTionesta wilderness
In ISSo, after a long and exciting chase,
In the course of which it killed three dogs
and badly clawed one of the hunters,
was proved to have escaped from a trav-
elling show nt Warren, Pa., the year be
fore.

There are many surviving natives of
Sullivan county and the panther belt or
Pennsylvania who have heard Iho yell of
the panther.

"I remember when young Ben Da;hee
was lost in the beech woods," said an
octogenarian resident of Sullivan county
"It wall sixty-fiv- e years ago, and I was l!.
Our'folks lived in the beech woods dis-
trict, "and it was pretty much all woods
In those days. One day my father sent
me lo a neighbor's, a couple of milrs
through the woods, to gel his smooth ho.-- e I

rifle, he bavin? broken his own, and
there being a longing for some venison
at our house.

"t got the gun, and it wus about all I

wanted to slioulde too Thn neighbor
waned me that it was loaded, pnd not
to go fooling with it on the way home. I
Wis atmot half way home, in the depth of
tie woods, when I heard a mournful cry.

i'i.nn- - riAn llnpliAo tin . tt

S'ffl .h , .TJR: "11"" !r2"J
.having returned home it wrs naturally
BUtij.uncn I. luii il" iinti guL loni 111 mo
wimds. The crv I heard was so htnnnn
liko ill lis anguish, ns I imagined a lost
person's voice in the depths of unknown
woods would be, that 1 believed it was
young Do-be- e halloing in hope of heln
hpf.'d. and I halloed bnck as loudlv
could.

"The quivering cry was repealed, and
came nearer. 1 answered, standing in ihe
Lun. .....II Ik. u ..v.
n..it ihpvc, uiimi iii-- j 11 ; i n. lie vu rif.ee l

that il seemed that, the lost hoy must step '

Ulll in hikiii me next seuoild Kill no one
annea-e- d. and this time I hen-- d a cry

l0'newhat. .78..B.n,'.,0lr',,,M j"': .' n- - nu n.si uie u i reci on, ,aiu I,
'and is wandering oway.' iind I shouted
louder than ever, honing to set him right

nun mi i iirmu m fry, hihi a gOOII

.!!.way off
.If

hut.
evidently coming from

.
the... ig.it uiit-iiiui- i, wesupuning my mouthIp answer it again, but Ihe soAud died

on my Hps for a tawny shadow I had seen
glide through the trees not far away nt
that instant, quickly took the undoubted
form or a big nantber crouehi fl it in a
limb, loo near lo be pleasing lo a Toy or
or pM7 ' t:city.

"And as it crouched from il came nnremore that fearful cry. Then soon thatother cry in the distance, bin drawingnearer, camo quivering to my earss'Tliij r.uttlli.'u male ' I loom! i.uirsaying, terrified as I was. I hail I.-- .,..

i answering a pair or panthers and . ailing '

"The" in ,l,e ee ,,mMn',',
''! hnt'belleve. bad ..narked me'rorits.

crouching there waiting
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'held it at arm' length, ao I eldktd oau-- j
iiousiy ,ow Mump, piacea tne gun
barojnoro; thotop. droppwonekngt
and.elgljtod long and carefnHy along
narrei until couia see ma t iv waapomim
straight between the panthar'a ye. I

pullod the trigger. The big bullet went
true. The panther tumbled to the ground
with scarcely life enough left ln.lt when il

fTQlhlWSSA was dead, hut I

didn't Intend to wall for He mete, and wan
.irftt puttiiiT myself in order to sneeri
evevfrmii thorn I heard a crashing
ill tlm bri'K'i And home one, in a husky i

nun irnmDlihg vntco, cried: 'lienor
i top'eu niia turned in tne nireciion

of the volrn. AlilmnMi tlm nersnn II
heir "led to whs hllow eyed rffld hollow
in.-;s,-- hihi i ntiH nil ne oouia tin 10
stand I saw ut rnio that it was the lost
Boa Uirbce. With my help he managed
to got to our Ikuso, wtie-- n we fixed him
up. snd word was sent to his folks.

" i nere was same rejoicing in the beech
woods over the f.nd ns of the oat boy

ihinc.and when my panther wa brought
in wbh a hole l.eiween its eyes big enough
lo put a polato in .'where, my bullej. hao"
round lis way. I got lo be quite a hero in
thai 'waylwck district'."

"I have killed as many ns nine panthers
in one vear alone the Alleihauv and
SttSTuehaiina lid waters in the days
wnen iney wore situ disputing possession
of their woods with thn hunters and
settlors," said Jeptha Hounds, one of
me wi survivors or me old time woons
men of that region, "and yet,l never
once went panther hunting. Kve'ry pan-
ther I killed met lis fate while It wan on
the hunt Itself. -

"Deer were abundant and panthers
were great deer hunters. They never
climbed into trees and crouched on a
limb to wait for a deer to come along
so they could pounce down on it the way
you read about them doing. The panther
stalked Its prey and not by scent, like
the woir. but by sight.

"It would shadow a deer, always pre-
ferring a doe, so noiselessly that It would
sometimes follow at the very heels or
it Intended victim without being seen
or heard by the keen creature. Unless
extremely hungry the patience of a pan-
ther stalking a deer was amazing. While
it could attack a deer as it moved atong
the panther seemed to know that deer
were ever alert while travelling and
if attacked then had a chance of escape.
So the wily and noiseless panther fol-
lowed along, waiting for thn time when
the deer would lie down to sleep among the
underbrush.

"The panther that used to be a common
dweller in the New York forests la the
cougar or the Southwestern wilds and
is still numerous in th dense swamps
anil reedy fastnesses of the Southern
States."

II.IMI E.Uil.E'S FIERCE FIGHT.
Round, Crippled, Trapped, It Was Yet

Able to VUilp a Man.
Harmhburo.Pu.. March 4. "The eagle,"

said Col. Parker, "was trapped, shot nmf
bound, besides being handicapped by a
reed lag pulled down over Its head and
shoulders, yet it whipped Lew William-i- n

short order and sent him hurrying
home to get patched up. It was a Blue
Mountain eagle, and a whopper.

"Any one who has ever tramped over
the Blue Mountains anywhere from the1
wilds or tipper Schuylkill county down
to the Maryland line must have noticed
the many tall, dead and almost branch-
less tree trunks that stand on the highest
and rockiest summits and the rrequent
hovering about the tops or these trees
or big and broad winged birds. These
birda are eagles. Bald eagle, whose
home are among those crags, and whose
nesting places are in those dead trees
on the isolated peaks.

"It ia. one or the superstitions or the
Blue Mountain woodsmen that the ejgles
kill the trees, but the Tact is that ir n tree
is not dead in the first place an eagle will
not select it for its resting place. The
birds use the tall bare trunks as posts for
observation.

"It may be that the presence or wild
turkeys in the Blue Mountain range
accounts for the eagle, for In all its preda-
tory rounds this great winged marauder
could not find a richer prize than the
wild turkey. Frank Scott, a Pino Bldge
turkey hunter, once shot a bald eagle
that had more than an eight root spread
of wing, jnst as it dropped down on a
flock of wild turkeys Scott was calling
up to get. a shot nt on Second Mountain,
in Schuyikill county. But whether it is
the wild turkeys that keep the eagles
In their. Blue Mountain eyries or whether
It isn't, the eagles do not hesitate to carry
off some backwoods farmer's lambs
every now and then and to gratify them-
selves with a diet or domestic turkey
more rrequently than is pleasant or profit-
able Tor the fanner.

"Lew Williams or Tulpehocken knew
all this, and yet when he discovered that
his tuikeys and chickens were being
thinned out that rail ho laid the looting
to roxe and set e. trap accordingly He
put out an ordinary steel trap along in
the artornooon, and an hour or so later
he noticed a great commotion among a
big flock or crows in the woods, a quartor
of a mile away. The birds were cawing
in an excited chorus and circling about
the tree tops in one particular spot.
Every little while one or two or them
would dart viciously down through the
reen toward the ground, , ,

"Williams was curious lo know the
cause, doing to the house he got a shot
gun and walked, toward the spot whero
the crow circus was going on. As he
approached he heard a sound as or a
chain being dragged along on the ground
I.ew had chained his fox trap to a stake
in the ground and he at once catie to the
conclusion that a, fox had already got
into the trap.

"Tho sound or Ihe dragging chain
showed that it waa coming toward an
opening in rront of Williams, ami he
waited to see the rox, hampered by Ihe
trap on its leg, come in sight. To say
that he was surprised when instead
or a rax a tremendous big bald eagle
hobbled out from behind a large tree
dragging the trap, chain and stake is
putting it mildly. The jaws or the trap
were fastened on one of the eagle's legs.

"I.ew did not. stop to wonder whnt
had caused that eagle to swoop down
and gel into Ihe fox trap, for when the
trapped bird came out and confronted
I.ew it rose, although with no little diffix
culty, and flew toward the top or a dead
lreti near by I.ew fired at the eagle as
it rose. The charge was heavy enough
lo break oue of the eagle's wings and
down tlm big bird came fluttering to thn
ground

"The eagle was such n big and splendid
specimen that I.ew concluded that it
would redound most to his fame and
..ront irhe looklt inailve He approae! hed
it with all confidence, but he luicklv
found (hut lie didn't knuw us much about
bald eagles as it would have been woll
for him to know, for notwithstanding the
crippled wing and the burden of Ihe trap
and chain the eagle rushed Lew with
such Mry that h tinned tall and fled

"All ;vblle .he crow, hud been keep- -
" u' :,)Vr',T.,,H ?? tb?,U"a- -

"""" " u. nis y
,1,1..,,,. i - iij huho ncmm i ""'r" "x --wv l llie'T rn" ST "''.'""VT; ! ,I,H' haU Lvw i crows were hovering over Ihe spot fromI - rpletelj out ol the .Ninth Woods, I look desperate i,rage which he before the --m.U ....I"Whin ilruv 'em I f perilous situ.it ..Jlr.Vi 'nut?" he , e,.,' rom my ion, and de er.

Whv nnthiif rli.lt. t ,iiv , , " ' cha.ue.of shooth.g 'T ,h,?Ir l,fc, ''Hrs atid frail c
'cause thoy wasn't druv' You

L
,

thU fnhr K'ling .i.it r ,hse was plain that they had d n
bf,"r" " "N"" ''"" '' covered thai the eag le was still further.. ...inu-- : iUu ou .an t di.vei him Pam.j "The gun wa. so heavy that I couldn't crippled by the breaking of its wing, and
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had swooped down and attacked tho eagle
In Iti disabled condition. That their
attack had been 111 adviMct and had
resulted in dkwalor to them their frantlo
movement and ahrleke m they circled
atiove ihe treea Indicated, ae the ecene
that met I.ew'a eyes when he returned
with the feed bag amply proved.

"Seven crows lay dead on the ground
near whero thoy had assailed the eagle,
and several others were dragging them
selves away as best they could to escape!
runner damage rrom the terrible beak
and the one Tree talon. The eagle no
sooner saw Lew again than it rushed
forward against him with ay the speed
at its command, hampered and crippled
as It was, and forced the fighting at once.

"As the enraged, bird" rushed toward
liim, Its sound wing raised from lis side,
the broken wing dragging helpless and
bleeding on the ground, the powerful
hooked beak thrown open, the feathers
mi the great bird's neck bristling like the
hair on an angry buck, and the chain
clanking as it wan dragged along. Lew
said that ir there ever was a startling
living demonstration or the Intensert hate
and unbounded fury that, wan surely it.

"But tw had great faith in his feed
hag and a rope he had brought along with
il. and he stood hia ground. Vhn the
eagle had come near enough to attack
him with Its beak Iew tossed a, noose
nver the fierce bird's head and quickly
pulled it flown around the wing that was
able to I or use and drew the nooae taut
by a sudden and strong jerk. Jumping
aside to avoid the strokf. the eagle made
at him with its beak. Lew quickly rattened
t lie other end of the rope to a sapling and
had the savage bird tethered.

"The eagle was now shorn or the great
help of Its sound wing. Its other wing was
useless. One1 of its tatona was held power-
less in the trap. Yet. it pulled the rope
taut and shook the sapling in its efforts
to get at low.

"An lthus strained at the rope, clink-
ing the chain of the trap In its furious
efforts to attack its Toe, succeeded
in slipping, the reed bag down over Its
head. Believing that now of course the
eagle was at his mercy, he clasped It
around the body with the intention or
drawing the bag down and fastening it
at the bottom so he might tie the eagle's
legs and release It from the grasp of thetrap.

"But although blindfolded, pinioned,
tethered, held In a trap and doubly crip-
pled. Jhe gfeat bird wai still unconquered.
As I.OW stood clasping it, endeavoring to
secure the mouth or the bag about itslegs. It suddenly threw itself against him.

"The eagle sprang'clear of the ground
and striking J.ew near his throat with its
one free talon with one furious downward
stroke it ripped his clothing rrom him
clear to tho waist and tore-tw- deep fur-
rows in his flesh all along tho line or the
tremendous down nwoop ot the powerful
talon. Clasping his hands over the torn
flesh and staying the blood as well as he
could Lew quickly abandoned the field
and mode all haste for home. Trapped,
shot and bound, and handicapped by an
imprisoning reed bag. the eagle whipped
Lew in short order and sent him home to
get patched up.

"The flock of crows was still making Its
frantic show ovcr tlin disastrous result to
it of lis attaok on the eagle, and it seemed
lo Increase as they saw Iew in turn driven
from the field by Its hated foe. Lew put
himself in doctoring up hands at home
and sent his boy to inform a couple of men
who were thro-hin- g buckwheat tor him to
go and fight it out with tho agle. And
thoy had to light it out too. for the ugly
bird succumbed only after both of thero
had Ditched into ii with ciuos.

"Tin men took the dead eagle lo Will-
iams's in triumph, followed all the way by
what remained of the flock of crows, whoso
cries ware easily intrprtcd by Lew, from
whero he lay in the hogse getting patched
up. into shouts of rejoicing over thn down-
fall of th terrible Too that had played such
havoc with their overconfident compan-
ion.."

SOUTH f tff ..V.I FISH.
Albemarle Mound the Creates! Siml Fili-

ng Hater In This t'ountf).
"When we're not talking about wild

ducks and wild geese and wild swan and
other waterfowl along the North Carolina
coast from Currituck to Cape Fear we
are talking about fish." said a Chowan
rounty man. "North Carolina has 1,500

miles of shore line, and every mile of
that 1.300 miles of coast and shore Is a
never felling fishing ground, J

"The const fisheries .of North Carolina
give constant omploymeitt to more than
Id,i)0 persons. The annual marketed
catch of fish cvurcei more than oO.ooo.eoo
pounds and includes fifty varieties or
Irosh and sail water fishes, besides oysters,
scallops, crabs, terrapin and clams. We
run tho whole range of almost overy kind
of fish you can thinkof, from shrimps to
porpoises; and with, the exception of
the menhaden fishermen none of our
fishers go dowji to the sea In ships, and
even the menhaden boats don't go far
away. '

"Resides salt water fishes, some of these
sounds contcln many varieties of fresh
water fishes, a remarkable circumstance;

them black bass, white perch, bull-
heads, pike, strawberry baas and others.
Albemarle Sound, owing to its uniform
depth, which is, feet, its remarkably
level bottom and eritire absence or cur-
rents and tides, is the ideal water for
seine fisheries, and no body of wator of
tlie'same size in the world has more- -

fisheries or yields more fish. And
yet no fish that has its constant home in
salt water ever comes into Albemarle or
Currituck Sound to tarry, lfte waters
of those-.sound- are fresh U curious
how that came about.

"In fact Albemarle Sound is the largest
body of coattal. fresh water in the world.
Hut it was not always fresh. Years ago
it was as salt as the ocean, as stlt at
Boanolte and Croat an sounds, which
loin it at its eastern end, and Pamlico
Sound, into which they drain its waters,
are to-da-

"It became u fresh water body because
Currituck Sound, which empties into it
on the north and had been salt water
until then, one time long ago turned fresh,
All the sea llsh that had swarmed In
these sounds abandoned them bluefish,
saueteague, sheepsheed, menhaden. Span-
ish mackerel and the rest and- - now
como no nearer them to tarry than Into,
the ndjoinglng waters of Roanoke and
Croatan sounds.

"But their places were taken by innu- -
mem.. an-- ii ui ircsii -- nivr nsueni!nlllrtt.icr th fflma lilantr lioaa .nrl l,1
anadromotts ilshes, those, that come front
salt water into fresh water to spawn,
chief among them the shad, which by and
by sought thoe watery by the million
on their annual journeys noithward
and for a hundred' years the supply of
which seems not to have diminished,
There are no dams to stop the shad on
their way or refuse from severs and
factories lo destroy them as they journey
such as they encounter nowadays in the
Northern watersihey enter.

"Allwmurle Hound is tho greatest shad
lishing water in this country, and that
of course meaiw the world, From its
ina'u body and its tributary rivers more
than '.'.ooo.ooo shad are tnken every spring
before the Northern fisheries have as yet
huuleil a seine. Besides seines thiee
miles king, put out by means ol steam
launches and huuled in by steam station-
ary engines, hundreds of gill, pound
and skim nets nre in constant service
taking Ihe shad from the water. An
many as IWi.ooo llsh have been brought
in at single haul or a seine in the sound,

'Harriot la vast schools run with the
had and are taken along with them by

thousands of tons. Between 1.500 and
'J.noil jwrsons are employed In the shad
fisheries or Albemarle Sound.

"Of the eight rivers that empty Into
Albemarle Soued shad ascend all but
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two. These two are the Attbaator River
and the ffcuppernong. That shad ignore
them is a-- striking Illustration of the
power of Instinct that Impels them to
their annual journey.

"The Alligator and Scuppernong rivers
are fcf the same character as the other
six rivers, but to ascend them the shap
would have to travel south. The desti-
nation of thn shad is to the northward.
The great purpose of their journey lies
in that direction. Nothing could turn
their heads to thn southward until they
have accomplished that purpose. If they
survive to accomplish 11, and return to
the sea, If they do return, which Isanother
of the unknown things nboul this fish of
many mysteries.

' "In.the two months or so that our shad
fisheries last they bring to the fishermen
of the Albemarle district something
over half a million dollars. Chowan and
Bertie counties get the most of II. The
salt water fisheries in Pamlico, Croatan,
KoanoKe, l ore and. Bogue sounds keep
things lively nil the year round and the
miscellaneous catch of tho choicest food"
fishes that swim that enmen annually to
their nets and lines foots up in financial
results cose on to a coupie or minions a
year. --"

"Ho there Is mighty good reason for
us people along the North Carolina coast
country to be taken up mostly In talking
about fislf, even not letting the wild duoks.
wild geese, wild swans and other water-
fowl draw our attention away from it
very much.''

THE WATER TVRKF.V.

A Creatore of the Swamps That Tests the
Marksman's amill.

'When the man who enjoys the bene-
fits of being a dweller in the bayou and
cypress swamp districts of Louisiana
or Texas," said a man who has been
such a dweller, "feels like having some-
thing to brag about in the way of marks-
manship he splashes along into the depths
of some cypress forest or struggles with
the intricacies of bayou jungle and tries
his skill at knocking over a water turkey.

Mthe succeeds in bagging one as it twists
and wiggles and contorts in the water he
has something to boast of. It would
be nothing for him to take one on the
wing, though. Anybody can do that.

"ir you seo slowly flapping around some
bend in the bayou or down through the
moss dangled and gloomy aisles ot the
oypress swamp a great ungainly creature,
its thin neck as long as its body, which
in as long as its legs, the legs' being spindle
shanks equal to a orane's in-- length,, that
will be a water turkey. Why turkey
I don't know, for the bird is no more like
a turkey than It is like a mud turtle.

"It Is not good to eat. It is not pleasing
to the eye. It Is marked In muddy black
and dull yellow. As It flies along the
bayou, where it curve away between
the walls of woods, keeping just below
the tree tops, it utters at every few flap
of Its wings a dismal cry, not loud, but
depressing to the hearer.

"In some places this ungainly creature
is called the snake bird, and that name
fits it to a dot. It. is a water bird, and
its long, slender neck is the only part
cf it that shows as it swims. The move-
ments or this neck as tho bird swims
so closely resemble the action or a snake
swimming that a person seeing it for the
first time would surely take it for a snake
making' frantic , eflorts for a landing
somotthere.

"And this snaky a ppearan:o of the bird in
the water is what gives it its only value
to the sportsman, lor it will take tffe con-
ceit out or Iho best of rifle shots who
may fancy that because he his more
than once, brought down a grouse on thn
wing with a bullet there ia nothing that
can lie outside of his aim., The snake
bird will do it nine times out of ten, at
no greater distance than twenty-fiv- e

yards. at that. ,

"It dives out of the way of a bullet'
through some occult advantage it pos-
sesses, and it is a spooky sight, after you
have shot at one of them, or rather at
the squirming neck or one or them, to
see nothing, not even a ripple on the
surface, xwhero that neck was at the in-

stant of the shooting, and then to see it.
a moment or so later, come slowly and
warily out or the water, scarcely a span
away rrom tho spot where it went down
and resume 'its contortions and watch-
fulness as' it keeps the beady eyes that
shine in tho head at the end of it ever
on your movements.

"If you succeed by and by in catching
that neck in an error of judgment and
your bullet land, and the long neck
stretches motionless on the water, con-
gratulate yourself. You will be looked
up to and pointed out in all that neigh-borho-

as the man who shot a snake
bird in the water.

"JJut- - it may happen that your bullet
has hit the mark and you will not be
aware ot it until the neckthat disap-
peared dowfh't come to the surface again.
Then you may know that the bullet hit
the target but did not kill instantly.

"A wounded "Bnake bird, as has been
often proved., goes 'to the bottom in its
noiseless dive, clutches the weeds there
and never lets go. It is believed that
although no) fatally wounded the queer
bird wilt not voluntarily return to the
surface but will deliberately drown
itself.

"Like Ihe night heron, the snakebird
feeds upon fish, If the bird is fishing for
its own dinner it will swallow the fish
It catches and keep on catching fish a'nd
swallowing thorn until its appetite Is sat-
isfied. If it ia fishing for its young in the
nest it dejiostts two fish In its long neck
and takes them home. '

"The young snakebirds are bora with
voracious appetites and they keep their
parents busy supplying them with fish.
It require the constant service of both
parents or a brood toeep it rrom starv-
ing. '

'Arriving at the nest with the cargoes
of fish stowed away in their neoka the
parents take turns discharging cargo.
They don't discharge It either. The young
birds unload it. Taking a position at the
edge of the nest one old bird will open its
big bill.

"Instantly a young one dives into it
head foremost. Its body, though, doesn't
disappear, but any person seeing the
performance for the first time would cer-
tainly expect it to. The entire head and
neck go out of sight and that la nearly
all there is to a young snakebird. The
head and neck i etna In burled in the old
bird's neck a moment, when, after a twist
and wiggle, they begin to oonin out and
it is seen that the little snakebird hasbrought up a llsh from the Interior de-
partment of the old one,

"Then another of the nestlings dives
Into the open beak of it parent and makes
a similar catch in its throat. There are
always four nestlings, and when two have
been fed in that way and that parent's
cargo of fish Is exhausted the other parent
takes its place and the remaining two
youngsters divo in and get their meal,

"Tho first parent has immediately re-
turned to Ihe wntor to catch a couple
more tish, for they will be needed right
along. And so thev keen on feedini- - Oiair
young all day und take no regard for their
own neeua. linnse ineir neignnora, the
heron", which always satisfy their own
apatites as they fish before they toteany fish home to the family.

"Fortunately for the parents or a snake
bird family the young ones grow very
fnt and when they are a week old the nest
! too small for them. They stand up-
right and trv to flap their wings. That
marks thn time when they are to go to
work for themselves. The old birds
throw them bodily into the water below.
They can't fly yet, hut ther can swim,
and they haven t been tea minutes In the

water before they are diving and catch-
ing their own Hen as dextrously a their
parents did it for them.

"After tbey have tumbled their brood
out of the neat to shift for themselves the
old bird take two days offAnd feed them-
selves up. Then they go to work to pre-
pare for and raise another brood.

"That one require the aame care and
sacrifices on the part of the parents and
when It has Imii nimnd adrift and after
the old blrde have feasted after their fast ,

according to the authority of the cypress
swampers, they forsake those parta and
disappear. No one, the swamper say,
ever seee an old snake bird in the swamps
two days after the second brood is dis--
nnsnrl nt. If van naV'lhbrh where the old
one go. though, they will tell you that.
tney qon t Know."

VIOSEER HOOHJIS TEXAS.

Tfce Kenght and were Tricked by Wehei
, and Killed the Waigs.

Orange, Tex., March' 10. "Hogs were
an important factor in the domestic
economy of my grandfather's fetk In
the pioneer days or Texas," said a man
rrom the Lone Star State, "and from what
I have heard him say it must have taken
a right .smart heap of 'am to make a bar'l
of pork. I've heard grandfather aay
that he had more than on on seen one of
them hogs climb out of one side of a pen
as man with a knife to butcher it climbed
in at the other.

"The hogs ran wild in the woods and
fed on the mast, and when one was wanted
for killing It was either hunted down and
shot or a drove of 'em was rounded up
and a selection made from It. They
were great foes of wolves. The hogs
would flght oil wolves every time when
it came to art open pitohed battle, but
the wolves alwaya won out when they
went up against the hog with strategy.
One of my grandfather favorite tales
of domestlo life in Texas in the pioneer
days was about the way a pair of wolves
outwitted a fierce and watchful sow.

"The sow, with a litter of pige a week
old, was rootin' in the pecan bottoms
at the edge of the purraira. and grand-
father heard the noise of a fuss she was
making. He hurried down thst Way.
and as he got there he saw a big wolf
trottln' away. He went back to his work
on the purraira, and 'fore long he heard
thjs whbofin' and snort In' again Raok
ho went to the grove.,, .The same. wolf,
so he judged, was just coming back into
the woods, and had another wolf with It.'

"The wolves hadn't seen htm, they were
so taken up with the schema they sure
had in view, and he crouched behind a
bush and lay low to see what ganse they
were going to play on that old sow. Right
away one wolf made what seemed to
be a sure enough rush to grab the sow
and she humped herself and dashed to
meet him, her bristles standing up like
caotus spikes and her long snout split
wide open and letting snorts come out
of it enough to scare a tiger.

"That was acoordin' to the wolf idea
and he stopped and baikod away, keep-
ing just aheaoTof the sow as sho followed
him up. This drew her quite a ways off
from her litter of pigs, which were huddled
togejher and squealing. And that was
part of the game the wolf had put up on
the sow.

"When tho saw had been fooled Into
following one wolf away the other wolf
slipped in on the buneh of little squealers,
g.mbbed one of 'cm and trotted off with
it cool and slow. He carried it loose in
his mouth so it could squeal, and the
way it did sure ralso its holler was notice
to the old sow that one of her youngsters
was in a fix. and she left the wolf she wn
driving off and dashed toward the wolf
that had her pig,

"While she was making for that wolf
the one that had fooled her into folio wine
him jumped In and grabbed a pig him- -
seu. ana uien away ine two sue pig
stealers galloped and disappeared in
the woods, leaving the furnln' and out-
witted sow minus two of her family and
my grandfather rollln' on Ihe purraira
end liowlin' over the smart trick them
two wolves had played on her.

"My grandfather's folke used to use
them unselfish and wlllln hog in a way
that wai a little unfeelln' maybe; but it
helped make life a tittle nleasanter for
cattle and for grandfather when he
might be breakin' up a patch of purraira.
On? of thn cheerful creatur that dwelt
amongst 'em in them day wai a sort of
a wasp that built its nest in the ground,
and when the cattle fed along and hap-
pened to step In one ot the neets the
rreatur'a would. come out by the basket.
ful and sock their stingers in 'em up to.
tne mm, ana- as a were nigger
than a bumble bee and had a stinger with
a good half inch plupge, the only way
the cattle could get rid of 'em Wat to go
off and die.

"The plough would torn up one of.
inein nesu every onoe in a wane too,
and grandfather and th ose would have
to lay un so long afterward, that some
times the crop were got la a little late.
ii got. so mat it iooaea use etsaer ti
wasps had to be got the beat of now
or else grandfather folk would hay to
evacuate the premise, and then grand-
father considered them hog. i

"From what he had noticed of 'em he
felt that they wouldn't object to evtotin'
the wasps, provided It wa made an object
to 'em. 8o he reckoned he'd give tn
the job.

"Takln' a peck of corn, all shelled, he
went out one day and Mteaked up to a
wasps' nest and dumped the corn on it.
Then he let one of his hog get the trail
of the com.

"The hog soon got away with the corp.
and then thlnkhr that there was more
of it in the ground he began to root.
The waaps that lived in that nest swarmed
out and covered him from heeM to tail
and hung.on and stung and stung. .But
the hog kept right on rootin' till lie had
wiped The nest out of existence.

'Then it struck him that he was wrong
about there being more corn there, and
the plungere of the waaps havln' begun
to get through his hide he saunteretToff
to, a wallow hole and burled himself In
It, takln' hi coat of wasps with him and
Incidentally drowning, or smothering the
swarm. My grandfather's idea a to the
workln'of tham hogs nrovin' to be right,
he salted with core all the nests of them
wasps he could And and turned hog in
on 'em, and his purraira farm was saved
to him and his folks, for the wasps was
exterminated."

.U.4I.VK FOREST AWAKE EARhV.

Bears anil Faxes ,lred'at Their aarlng
Blverdoat,.

HtuDunr, Me., March 10 -- "The bears
are surety making plana for busy times
next gumnr," said Oame Warden Frank
Perkins. "In the earliest spring J ever
knew in Maine before tho young cubs
were never out with their mother dig-
ging and rooting for food before March
to. This year I was over on the tide of
Chick's Hill 'in Clifton on Sunday, Feb-ruar- y

26, and there grunting and snuffing
about In the eheokerberry leave like
young pigs wero two cubs no blggsr than
chipmunks and with uo more fur on them
than snakes.

i "Thoy roust have been cold with a raw
southerly wind blowing almost a gala
and snowdrifts from six to ten feet deep
lying in the hollows. There were plenty
of fat, white grubs in the decaying spruce
logs from an old blowndawn, and tho way
Uie mother bear scratched and tore thos'i
crumbly logs apart indicated that the bear
cupboard wsa as empty as that of old
Mother Hubbard.

"There was a short and scanty crop of
berries last season, and all the bears went
into their winter sleep lean and hungry.
Thai Is why I did not kill the two young

sters, They are worth M apiece now fnr
the State bounty, but nett September
I can still collect the bounty and retells
from 110 to IIS each on them for thn pel,
and flesh, including the tallow, which
makes tho best kind of hi Ir oil.

"Most of the wild animals in Maine sx
getting out early, I notice," continued tie.
warden. "The mating season for il,..
foxos Is over and their fur Is beginning
to turn yellow ami grow thin in spot-- ,
which rarely happens unlll after (own
meetbig day.

"From now on the old foxes will begin
lo lie among the open spruces and sun
themselves on warm knolls. Their fur
will fall out, liko the hair from n cow ,
bacK in spring, so you can pick up enough
to plaster a small room with it during ashort walk In thn woods., or course arox n polt is not worth taking rrom

September or later.
"Last week for the first, time in my

life of more than forty years in the won,!
I crept up on snowshoes ami surrriila red fox asleep In a sunlit opening smeni!some pasture spruces. Thn fox h th.wisest beast in th Maine woods. Nowaml
then you catch them asleep, but eivrarely are they stretched out on !hirside and almost snoring from pure en.Joyment, the way this one was. I eeui,
have killed it with a blow from the a
which hung rrom my belt. But whai wa,
the use? The pelt was not worth halfdollar, and by waiting until No ember It
would brWg from U To $7.

"H you have never ssen a fox asleep hi
the 'woods you have missed a pletuie
ot alertness that Is worth looking at
A fox never takes anything for granted
When it lies down for a nap in tho heart
of a thicket" It crouches flat on its hllv.with its. hind legs drawn up under lisbody and muscled up for a spring, and
with nostrils and ears cocked
forward to catch the faintest sound or
odor that comes along. With nose, eves
and ears to act ae sentinels a fox is about
the hardest, animal to catch unawares
that roams the woods."

V

HOOD TERRA r'IX SEA SOS .

Methods ef I'ateMng the Ulanioiiilhai
Mar land Nlreiin.

SI Shtlncl cnrrt'tnniitntr. I!tltmnrt
.luifrirn.i,

lrfal watermen have succeeded in intrh-i- n

more diamondback terrapiti during th
present season than in many years.

The open season for terrapin In Tail nt
county Is from November lo April, and tho
diamondback, which In warm weiirIs as aotlve as a crab. Invariably Inirir In
the mud income creec or nt the hesrisater.
of rivers as soon as frost appears in Ihe tall
Many local watermen contend that terrapin
are more plentiful, while others sa- - that
more have been taken simply because mir
attention has been paid to their cpiiu
on account of the low prices of oster din-
ing the present season.

Various methods are employed in
Ihe terrapin In winter. The moat

usual, however. Is with the drag, tn rnuml
pieces or Iron which are connected by
straight iro l bar to which is hung a net
from fourMo six feet in depth. Thl l
dragged by means of a long mi from
gasolene boat. Another method U that
of "sighting" or "sounding." .should
terrapin be touched on the bottom the sound
is similar to that produced by hittln; an
emotjr box or "hollow."

Others have been successful in Uldnn
terrapin front marshes around Ihe slmrr,
where they sometimes bury in nui-Vr- ai

pipes. This Is done by sounding, and when
thn terrapin is located he is removed by
means of au Iron bar with a hook on the mil
known as a terrapin hook.

(.apt. lUlward Falrbank sucoeeded In
taking twenty one day and follnwnd with
eleven the next. Others have closely ap-

proached ('apt. I'nirbank's catrh.

Whaling en the Parlfle Coast.
h rom Ihr Partlaittl Orttianian.

A large whaling station Is to he erected
at Sanford Point on (Irays Harbor hy Hie
owners or the two stations now in tiera-tio- n

on the west coast of Vancouver Island.
The common North Pacific whule has been
loafing around the waters adjacent to
Oregon. Washington and Itritish Columbl.i
slnre Ihe days of .lonah, bift It is only in
recent years that his value has appealed to
man.

Inasmuch as this Seclos of whale at-

tracted no attention when hundreds of
Massachusetts whalers were chasing the
sperm .whales In the far north It Is ierhsieminently proper that the industry as nm
carried on should be entirely devoid of th
romance snd excitement that attended th
chase of sperm whales. The modern hal-
ing steamer with bomb guns and other
modern equipment goes out from a station,
the whale Is killed and the carcass Is towed
In and converted into oil with a total ab
sanre of any of the features that attentlad
tne Ktiunr ana trying out process In the
oiu aays.

A Nebraska Welf Hunt.
.o Pise corrraposfrsce SI. Paul Pionmy

I'm:
The last wolf hunt, or roundup of the sin-

ter so far as this locality is concerned oc-

curred St. Valentine's Day and was par-
ticipated in by nearly two hundred mounted
men. who during the daV killed sixteen
coyotes snd four big timber wolvea. It
was by far the moat sucoessful of any of
the roundups previously held this winter

The invading army covered a territory
tweaty-Av- e miles east and west and tweuty
miles north snd south.

The men were atkthelr respectlTe poat
as early as 0 o'clock In the morning, anil
as soon as the bugle blsat was blown the
march toward the centre -- the Domttiv
rench commenced. The men all rods at
a brisk .trot,, acoo inpasted by a hundred
dogs, which were held back. Every man
was armed with a metgun, rifles end re-
volvers being barred.

Kqulrrel Law a IJneeln Tribute.
from Ihe Indianapoli Star.

A little tribute to the memory of th
immortal Lincoln lies behind the l.isb
House bill, pasaed by the Senate yester-
day, which prohibits killing squirrels within
the confines of parks In Ihe 8tate. The
bill was drafted to apply particularly to
the Nancy Hanks Park in Lincoln City.

This beautiful little pleasure ground is
kept up within the confines or Kpemtr
county by the State In memory.of the mother
of the nation's war Ptesldent. It ha been
stocked several times with squirrels and an
effort has been made to tame the IU I le ani-

mals. Farmer boys living near the rail;
ot late have been shooting the siiulrreN
surreptitiously and Issoauen the park is Stale
property the Lleb bill was framed.

Ilhy the Cuckoo llulhli No Nri.
' ''ion. Hit l.owtan (IMir

A Danish legend about the cucWx.
very curious. It relates that when in the
ssrly spring tims its voire is first heairt In

the woods everj" vlllsge gli I kisses her hand
and asks the question "Cuckoo, nirlioo,
when shall I be married'" And the old

people, borne down with age and rheum"
ilam. ask "Cuckoo, eiickou. when shall I

be released from this world's i ares'' Ihe
bird In reply continues to sing "Cuckoo
And aa many tliiun as hu slugs they . omit
one yssr to the fulfilment of their de-i- re .

it Is said that the poor bird list so mum'
nutation put to her that before he realize
it the buildlug season has gone by and she
Is forced to put her aggs Into the heitite
sparrow's nest. '

lilahe Man's llrrrTcam.
.Suitdpoiiit comtpnndincc .Ski! iii.o (

Probably the only team of trained deer
ill Ihe Kuited States Is Ihe one oum'd I"'
Trunk Clemens.

They iere captuie.l In the noithein
part ot Bonnsr nounty when small and si
now S months old. Thoy are well broke"
lo drive and when hitched to the slot un
mike a trip to the Great Northern dep..'
us uulckly as any team.

Reokrtt Ur lie Mpar rant tsiu,
From Ih IVuintfnri

Sparrows that hae made their home on

the north side er the avenue between Modi
and Tenth streets have been deported.
Their rbatter disturbs.! the audleinea In

the moving picture theatres and ihe
thortllos decreed that thy must moie
Accordingly rockets were set ..tl heneniii
the Irses the other day and those spsrro
that were not killed or Injured Hew ae.


